Arts and Sciences 11xx.xx: Freshman Seminar
Crash Course in Grammar, Usage, and Research Writing
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OK, you placed out of the requirement to take a college writing course.  So that means you know everything you need to know to write well in college.  Right?  Well, right??  Don’t be so sure.  Most college students—even those exempted from required courses—lack critical knowledge and skills needed to excel on college writing tasks.  This course fills in those gaps by reviewing issues in grammar, usage, and research writing that even experienced writers often don’t know.  The course focuses on practical concerns in a relaxed—even sometimes entertaining—environment.  The information gleaned from the course will translate immediately into greater confidence and better scores on college writing assignments.  Who could ask for more than that?  Right?? 

TEXTS: 	Phillip Gucker, Essential English Grammar.  A very brief, inexpensive, practical guide
to important grammar issues.

Various readings available on the course website.
		
REQUIREMENTS:

FINAL GRADES: This is a one-credit course graded S/U.  A Satisfactory grade requires successfully meeting all of the Course Requirements:

· Completion of the initial Grammar Diagnostic Test and successful completion (70%) of the Grammar Mastery Test at the end of the course.  (If you attend class and participate in in-class exercises, you will pass the final Mastery Test with ease.)
 
· Participation.  A portion of your grade will be based on your contributions to the classroom community as a whole, including preparation for and participation in class discussion.  Adequate preparation requires doing assigned reading carefully and raising issues and questions in a thoughtful and respectful way.  Participation also includes your contributions to effective in-class group work and dutiful execution of in-class exercises.  

· Attendance & Punctuality.  You are expected to attend each class session and to be on time.  Emergencies and illness do arise, of course, and missing a class or two during the quarter might be unavoidable.  You risk failing the course if you miss more than two classes or are consistently late to class.  




Academic Misconduct.  The University defines academic misconduct as any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; 
2. Knowingly providing or receiving information during examinations such as course examinations and candidacy examinations; or the possession and/or use of unauthorized materials during those examinations; 
3. Knowingly providing or using unauthorized assistance in the laboratory, on field work, in scholarship or on a course assignment; 
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4. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas; 

5. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course or academic requirement that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course or academic requirement without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted or supervising authority for the academic requirement.


Disability Services: The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307 to register for their services, and please let me know of any accommodations you might need for the course or the classroom.



